CHAPTER XIV
THE  MONABGHY

THE Crown of England is a convenient working
hypothesis. "There is no distinction/* says Mr.
Gladstone,* "more vital to the practice of the
British constitution or to the right judgment upon
it than the distinction between the Sovereign and
the Grown." The distinction is often overlooked,
and it is all the easier to do so because no account is
taken of it in our legal or our ceremonial termino-
logy, The law and the contentions do not distin-
guish between the rights, the powers, and the
prerogatives, of the actual Sovereign, and those of
the mythical, immortal, omnipotent, all-embracing,
infallible, and omniscient, personality or institution,
which is technically the central and binding force of
our whole system, The Crown is like the ether,
which modern physicists postulate as the essence of
matter and energy. There may be no such thing;
but to assume that there is gives coherency to
theory and a basis for calculations and inferences
of value. There is certainly no such thing as the
v English monarchy, as it is represented in the
"'statutes, in the courts of law, and in proclamations,
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